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There is an 0ld Russian peasant proverb, "Don't take your garbage out of

the hut.." Its meaning: when you wield power, do so in secretv. This proverb

remains the operating principle of the Politburo, which is shrouded in secrecy

"a:ﬂmyspeculatlonsaboutthewewsheldbythemenatthetop ‘
i July is a wonderful month to v151t the Ukral.ne ‘The weathe.r is balny

E _and the flelds 1ush Farners markets are well—stocked Wlth produoe grown on

"bwr.’mkled faoes peer out of colorful flowered scarves. In the small rlve.r

town of Cherkassy I came upon an oatdoor market. Two babushk.l mmedlately ;

(m str:kmg contrast to American presxdents who rush to pubhsh the:.r ne:romrs

as soon as they leave office). It is therefore mpos=1b1e to gauge what that )

small coterle of septuagenanans thinks and feels about the United States.

But some of the psychological camponents of Sovxet hlgh pohtlcs can be 11-

luninated through a long study of Soviet history. And ordinary Russians are

gamxlous and animated people; they are quite ready to tell the i.nterested '

visitor what they think. I am an historian, fluent in R.x551an, and have Just "

returned from a two—week trip to the Ukrame. I would like to share w.1th '

you my J.mpressmn of the Soviet people's att_1tudes toward the Unlted States,

H

snall, pnvately-osmed plots and sold by old peasant wcnen, babushkl whose

- want war"" one of than as‘.ked. '_'We only want peace, war 1s bad for everyone,

added-ﬂmeothermnan Iassuredthanthatnycomtrywantspeaceaswell,

g they shook the:Lr heads :Ln dlscouraged dlsbehef

V I was last :m the SOVlet Um.on :m 1978 for f1ve n'onths, and durmg that’

time was never once accused of coming from a jingoistic country. But that was
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B sa.nd smlhng broadly over an enomous plle of carrorts "Why does your oountry




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/30 : CIA-RDP87R00529R000200170074-4

® o o
before the breakdown of Getente. Smoe that tme, and partlcularly in the
past four year§ Soviet newspapers and magazines — and political cartoons
especially — have depicted the United States as a warmongering nat:Lon pursm.ng
an adventuristic foreign policy and led by a fanatically anti-Soviet pre51dent
who has made a"crusade"‘.(ﬂ:ey use that exact term repeatedly) of anti-Commumnism.

Without going to the U.S.S.R. there is no way of telling how this propa-

ganda has been received by the people. Friends and colleagues returning from
Moscow and Leningrad of late have in fact been reporting a gene_rallzed popular |
anxiety about the United States, ‘and have been reoount_mg stones much like |
~the one I sketched above, of ordinary people, largely wamen, protesting t'he
United States' purported mhanst.lc stance. What struck me about the encounter
I had in Cherkassy was that despite its small size and remote location, public
fear of the United States was very much in evidence. Tt certainly does seem
that the anti-American propaganda of the past seve.ral years has been enornously A
effective. My general inpression is that the Soviet people — particularly
'th:se without mach soph.lsucatlcn — do ge.numely fear the Umted States, and
that thlS fear has grown more :mtense since t.he deploynent of mlss:Lles in .
| We may t}u.nk of course, that our past history best pmves our peaoeful :

| vmtent:mcns, since during the 1940's we never exploited our four-year nm'opoly

_  of atomic weapons 50v1et propaganda however, condams our reoent past behav:.or,
argumg that we did use atomic weapons, twice, and that we have denonstrated

our wlllmgness to flght ccmmm:Lsm :|.n Korea, Southeast As:La, and to some extent

m Central Amenca. Worse yet, the Sov1et medla labels our government fasc:Lst_lc.
whlch 1s, of course, the most hateful 'oerm poss:.ble m a cotmt.ry that lost :

twe.nty mllhon' to the Nazxs "‘I'hey )ull you on the st.reet.s of Ios Angeles.

'What's there to see :m tha Umted States" Fasmsm that' l'v:nhat"'
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———confident culture; our national self-esteem is not at all affected by what _
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old crone to me as we, stnod:ma small alleymthebeautlful oldportc1ty
of Odessa. She drew deeply on her cigarette and leaning heavily on her cane
blew out the smoke and said, "I am a veteran of the Great Patxaot;c War. I-
have seen enough of fascism.” | |

As distressing as this kind of negative publi/i'city is to the concerned -

Arerican, it is of small inport for two reasons. For one thing, ours is a

the Russians say about us. Secondly, and nbre important, Soviet popular fear
of the United States does pot in any way inform that co'xm'c;j's politics. The
fear cames from a deliberate propaganda campaign designed to portray the United
| States as_a menace to world peace and the U.S.S.R. as a peacemaker (pubiic
_gardens that used to display red flowerihg plants in the shape of a hammer,

and sickle now exhibit planted flowers that spell out the Russian vord for
peace). Wnat does affect us all, of course, is the chrtmmlst Party leaders
perception of the United States. Do Mr. Chernenko and his colleagues fear our
gove.rrment and if so, vwhat is the content of that fear?

There is no ev16ence whatsoever that the Politburo beheves itsown -
propaganda about the Um.ted States. It 1s hard to Jmagn.ne the Kremlm s shrewa ‘.-‘f'f~f
old guarg- act:ually t]'n_n}ung that we would be crazy enough to launch a fJISt "
strike agamst than or aga_mst anyone else. But they do appear huffy and A
bellicose, an attitude that has flltered down to the quite ordinary CmmmJ.St_W
Party spokesmen with wham I inte_racted on ny recent trip. "Why did your pres:.Ldent
-call us an evil erpi_re?" asked an Iihglish—langhage professor _.frdm Odessa _ ’, o

‘ State Uruve.rmty of t.he Amencan tounsts to whom we were both lecturmg L
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 level. When the Soviet: leaders are anxious, they act in aggressive ways, both ‘
at hame and abroad. And today they appear upset and angered by what they perceive
to be our goverm\ent's disdainful fefusal to accord them respect, and at times
even legitixﬁacy. This is where it becames necessary to understand the psychology |
of the Soviet leadership.
' Soviet political culture is one that includes a shoc:k_mgly low self-

esteem. Indeed it has often been said that t.he Soviet Union suffers from a
massive mferlonty camplex. Therefore the Kremlin, unlike Washington, has
an enormous need for visihle proofs of world respect. When they call us names
it matters little to ot'nr people or government. But when we respond Ain kind,

they are enraged, because our government's invective feeds into a national

psychology that has a high level of self-contempt. The Soviet leaders can be
likened to a street bully in an urban neighborhood, the mixed-up kid who |

wants to have friends but is sufficiehtly twisted to alienate everyone, and

ends up adoptmg offensweness as his style, while continuing to get angry
at the frustrat.mg consequences, and to hate lumself
| Therren\moruleﬂ:esOnetlhuonkrwfullwell ﬂmatﬂmeus.xsﬂmeonly

: major world power Wlth no frlends and no real allies. X followed my reoent
t.nptotheUSSR mﬂ)avveekeac]mmmuaarﬂﬁmgaxy Ichattedmth |
a varlety of people. Not e had anyﬂn::g p051t.1ve to say about t.hen' mlghty
Eastern nelghbor, about Russ:.a I heard only camlaints, often in the form of
. bitter jokes. I was also struck by the fact that in neither country did anyone '
- I asked adnut to know:.ng ﬂ:e Russ:Lan language, although I kncw that students .
© in bot.h comt_nes are requlred to study 1t. i A o

iv_(Wh:Lle the leadershlp of the U S S R sees 1tself as \mderapprecmted, S
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or umwilling to understand how the Soviet Union sees the world. The fear:'of
looking foolish, clumsy ar brutish runs very deep with them. They were enraged
by the political fallout fn:m last year s downing of KAL 007. _'I’he:.r press

Awelt obsess:wely on the *anti-Soviet hysteria” that was "wlupped up” by the
Reagan administration. I suspect that Messrs. Chernenko, Gromyko, et al are
genuinely worried that some terrible humiliation ‘inight core their way at any
moment because of what they perceive to be the Amerlcan government's refusal ‘.
toreoognlze their status as a superpower To them, bemga Superpower means
having the freedam to deepen their security, if not through expansion, then

at the very least through the inevitable proliferation of anti-American regimes,

such as that of the Sandinistas. The Soviets see us as inmpossibly rigid ang

unrealistic, incapable of accepting political changes that are not to our
liking — particularly in Central Amerlca Moreover, they fear our possible
exploitation of their evident ecommlc woes and the concamitant erosion of
‘popular solldarlty with the reg:me For reasons both w:.t}u.n and beyond t.heu'
| 1 oontrol, they aré deeply :msecure. At the very bottan of thls :Lnsecurlty :
‘ :-"_11es a profoundly pessmu.stlc view of human nature. Their bellef that people e
are low and untrustworthy cames frcm a oenturles—old Russ.man peasant culture e

and in part from the precepts of the Russian Orthodox church. It contrasts . jf‘,g.;-;?

strikingly with the eighteenth-century Enlightenment philosophy on which our ‘ffi
government was founded — with its faith in progress and in the rationality
arﬂ:.rmategoodnessofnm o -t ”

Wlth 1ts vestlges of tradltlonal culture, Soviet society today rena:ms a .

.i'far mre conservatlve one than our own Based on the old-fashloned v:u:tues
"of patrlotlsm,t‘res?ect for aut.horlty, and loyalty to faml_'ly and frlends '
'. Sov1et soc:Lal values are worlds away frtm the obsesswe narc1951st1c quest

‘- for self-actuallzatlon that one encounters, for example, on the Callforrua

ooast“‘ But tme' has a way of catchm up,' even mﬂx" the U S:S'R‘“Sare‘of Vltsf"‘
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old values are eroding, enthusiasm for re\;olutionery legends and herces has
long since waned , and even the heroic memory of World War 'II is fading. In‘ |

every Soviet town old men shuffle through the streets displaying rows of war
medals on worn suit Jackets of brown or grey — but no one so much as glanoes

o at them. This is a most wvulnerable transition perlod in the history of Soviet

soclety and psychology Comumist 1deology is drained of all ‘@ynamism; socxal
and political apathy is evident to the sensitive observer; ard the nmost coveted
cultural artifacts come from t.he West, espec1a11y the United States. ‘ |
- If the mighty and powerful in the Soviet Union do fear samething Amencan,
they fear not our arsenal, but our culture. The Party leadership, the wider
political establishment, and even to a certain extent a possible majority of
Soviet people over fifty-five, see America as corruptjng their nat_ion's spirit

with a flashy and seductive culture based on materialism, self—mdulgence,

a cult of yout_h, and a shocking moral lassn.tude. Indeed it is ironic that the
S ev11 enpire of "Godless Omnum.sts" should assa:.l our culture on moral gmmds '

T Buat 1t does.

- As a 1ong-t_'|.me scholar of Sov1et hlstory I am conv:mced that t_he Sov1et
Union' s greatest asset has been not its ecomony, nor its technology, nor even
' its natural resources — but its people. I agree with the novellst, Alexander -

Solzhemtsyn wlnnmntamsthatthSSR s sxxdecadesof suffermghas ”

produced a people with a greater strength and depth of sp:\.rlt t.han the people

- of Wesbern comtrles. The people of the Sov1et Union know how to sacnflce and .

popular sp1r1t must be t.rnly fnghtem.ng for Mr. Chernenko and }us colleagues | .|

) to conterplate The Sov:tet people, by and 1arge, adm:.re Amencan culture and &

e fear t.he power of our cmlmre :
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I believe that our government ought not to encourage any of these fears.
When the Soviet people are fearful, they draw more closely around their leaders.
wWhen ‘the leaders are fngh\:ened they becane angry, and take that anger out on

their own people and — to the extent possxble — orn the rest on the world.

STAT
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Russian Research Center
Harvard University

August 1984
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